
News from The Helm   

The NSW Department of Education 
has just launched the new 2021-24 

School Excellence Cycle that will help 
schools on their improvement journey. 
So the second half of this year will be 

extremely important for our school’s 
future as we begin the planning phase for our next 4 year 
school plan. There are 4 components of the School 

Excellence Cycle and we are very keen to have community 
members join us as we move through this process. The 

school plan captures our directions, strategies and 
targets to drive school improvement. Student and 
community voice is vital in this process. Traditionally, we 

have found that we could best collect community voice 
when people came in for events and students would 
interview visitors. However, with events and visitors on 

hold it makes things tricky. So, we are sending a 
collection of short surveys out through School Stream, each survey will cover a 

different aspect of school life and we would love your input in all surveys – your voice is 
an important part of our schools future.  
 

We were lucky to have received a visit to our school from Mr Tim McCallum, the 

Executive Director, and Mr James Brigden, Director Educational Leadership yesterday. 

While only a quick visit they were able to meet with our Year 1/2 Yachts and see some 

amazing Interactive Writing. Mr McCallum is the Director for Regional North and 

visited schools in Lake Macquarie West yesterday as part of his scheduled visit to the 

schools in our area to observe best practice. We walked him through the impressive 

programs and initiatives that we implement every day to give our students a 

memorable and well-rounded educational experience at school. 

One of the many wonderful things about our staff is that they are all always keen to 

know and learn new skills and hone their educational skills. Our staff have been busy 
completing a lot of their Professional Development courses online. They always come 
back with enthusiasm and new skills to pass on to us all, and in turn, all of the 

students benefit. Not to mention our ‘after hours’ sessions which this term included 
planning for our new four year school plan. 

 

It is important that the community stays aware of latest 

health alerts and advice. These can be found here: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/latest-news-and-

updates 

This advice is updated regularly. 
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Parents, it is crucial that children develop habits of regular and punctual school 

attendance at an early age. At Boolaroo Public School learning time commences at 

9:00am. Students who arrive at school after the commencement of learning time are 

marked as partially absent on the roll, their time of arrival at school recorded. 

Explanations of “running late” or “slept in” are not considered to be acceptable or 

justifiable reasons for lateness. On occasion, unavoidable situations arise that cause 

students to be absent from, or late arriving at school. Parents/caregivers are required 

by the Department of Education to explain the absences of their children promptly and 

within seven days. 

We are committed to improving student attendance and while current whole day 

attendance might be higher than usual, this should not have any impact on partial 

attendance, or students coming to school late. While 10 or 15 minutes may not seem 

like much, over a year this equals missing 8 days of school.  

Louise Wrightson 

Principal 

1/2 Yachts  

We are so AMAZED with the students focus and 

determination to improve their learning in all 

areas especially in reading and handwriting.  

To celebrate their success the 

students had free choice Friday 

afternoon. Well done! The last three 

weeks we have introduced 

interactive writing. All the students 

participate in creating text for the week. Your child may 

have bought it home and read it to you. It’s been so 

beneficial for the students writing, they have worked 

well to create a sentence a day and throughout this 

lesson we focus on phonics, spelling and language 

structures. We are continuing to have a big focus on the 

audience, who the text is for and the purpose, why are 

we writing the text (to inform, persuade or imaginative).  

The students have just started gymnastics and they 

absolutely love it. One student came back and said it was 

the best day ever! It’s great to see we can run engaging 

programs like these for the students.  

Mrs Clark & Mrs Wilkinson 
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5/6 Anchors News! 

The Anchors have been cruising along with their photography this 

term. We have loved looking at lots of different aspects of 

photography such as light, tone, colour, contrast, shadow and 

perspective. The students have really thought about these aspects. 

Their ‘arty’ side has really come out and they have produced some 

amazing photos. Our persuasive writing has also been a hit with 

some really convincing texts written by our students. This week we 

are writing about whether people should have to exercise everyday or whether smoking 

cigarettes should be illegal. It will be interesting to see what everyone comes up with. 

We also have some of our students debating against other schools this week through 

Zoom so we can’t wait to see how they go. At the end of the term we are looking at 

having a school athletics carnival. Since so much sport has been cancelled this year it 

will be great to have the kids get outside and try out their athletic skills. It will also be a 

good chance for our sport captains to lead their houses and teach them some war cry’s.  

Here are some of our new photos, focusing on light and dark (Shadow)  

Miss Webb  

 

3/4 Runabouts 

Persuasive writing - The Runabouts have been working extremely 

hard on creating engaging persuasive writing pieces. Students have 
been learning how to use  range of persuasive devices to try and 
convince their audience, for example, rhetorical questions, 

exaggerating, including facts and much more. Last week, students 
wrote a piece of writing on the topic, Snakes vs spiders; who is more 

dangerous? There were some very creative sizzling starts, amazing 
arguments and strong 'endings with impact.'  
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Science experiment - Where does bacteria live? 

Students conducted a science experiment to investigate where bacteria lives in our 
classroom and school. 

We first learnt about bacteria and how they effect our bodies. We then thought of areas 
which may be hiding the bacteria around our school. Student used a slice of bread as a 
petri dish to collect the bacteria from their identified locations. We then made some 

predictions on what we think might happen to the bread and which may be effected 
most.  
Gymnastics - Students had a ball participating in 

gymnastics on Friday afternoon through the Sporting 
Schools program.  Our class was split, with the year 2/3 

participating together while the year 4 students went with 
the 5/6 class. Students will get to enjoy another three 
weeks of the program. 

 
Callan Harvey 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



                    BOOLAROO PUBLIC SCHOOL  

                              “ Sailing towards Success” 

Responsibility, Respect , Excellence 

Kinder Rubber Duckies 

The Rubber Duckies have been work-

ing hard in their literacy groups. This 

week we are working together to play 

an alphabet game and we are focusing 

on forming our letters correctly. For 

writing we are playing a picture and 

sentence match game. We are learning 

sight words and have been working hard to remember to start 

each sentence with a capital letter and finish it with a full stop. 

For our fine motor activity we are using chopsticks to thread 

loom bands onto straws. This activity strengthens our fingers 

and hands for writing. In the engine room we have been abso-

lute superstars showing Miss McCaw how amazing we can read! We are learning to 

sound out words and read with fluency. 

This week for our draw/talk/write we are focusing on the text ‘The Magnificent Tree’. 

We are working on designing and labelling our own magnificent trees and have been 

discussing interesting special features our tree could have such as, swings, slides and a 

treehouse. For interactive writing we have been putting together a text about the tree 

that Pop builds in the story. During interactive writing Miss McCaw shows us how to 

form letters correctly, use punctuation properly and re-read our work. We are always 

learning in the Duckies classroom and we have so much fun doing it.  

The highlight of the week so far is our new building table! We 

have been reading and writing a lot about building, making and 

inventing this term so we are SUPER excited to unleash our im-

aginations at this table during free play time.  

Miss McCaw and the Duckies 



From the Bridge 

Student Banking every Tuesday  

How it works 

It's easy as 1,2,3: 

1. Bring your deposit to school in your 
Dollarmites deposit wallet on your weekly 
‘School Banking Day’ to collect a silver 

Dollarmites token 
2. Once you collect 10 tokens (if receiving physical tokens)

(maximum one token per week) you can choose a reward by placing 
the redemption slip or card and 10 tokens in your Dollarmites deposit wallet and bring 
in on School Banking Day 

3. Kids can track their savings progress in the CommBank Youth app Information for 

schools 

Issue 6 of Scholastic Book Club orders are due back to the office 

by 11th September or use the LOOP to order on line by the same 
date.  
Spring is around the corner - with the change of season allergies 

and asthma can become prevalent again. Please ensure your child's 
medical information is up to date and any plans supplied to the 
office. Also if there have been any updates or change of contact 

details please call the office, send an email or 
update via the School Stream app.   

Plovers nesting - an area has been cordoned off 

on the oval in respect of the plover’s nesting 

children have been asked to  stay out of this area.  

 

Thank you to the P&C for the donation of $3000 hopefully going towards soft fall 

replacement and also $204.24 for athletics equipment.  

Could $500 help you with school costs? 

Laptops & tablets, uniforms & shoes, 
sports fees & gear, lessons & activities, 

books & supplies, camps & excursions. 
Join Saver Plus and we’ll match your 
savings, dollar for dollar, up to $500 
for school costs.  

To join Saver Plus, you must be at least 18 years or over, have a child at school or 
starting next year, or attend vocational education yourself, have regular income 
from paid employment (you or your partner), have a current Health Care or 
Pensioner Concession Card and be in receipt of an eligible Commonwealth social 
security benefit, allowance or payment* 
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https://www.commbank.com.au/content/dam/commbank-assets/banking/school-banking/2020-01/reward-redemption-slip.pdf
https://www.commbank.com.au/digital-banking/youth-app.html?ei=how-works_youth-app
https://www.commbank.com.au/banking/school-banking/information-for-schools.html?ei=how-works_info-schools
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